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bunals to take jurisdiction of and try offenders, or, at their discretion, to organize military commissions for the  trial  of offenders, and this exercise of military ip          authority should exclude interference on the part of the
|            State government.    The district commander was made
I           an absolute  despot, the only restraint put upon him
i           being the requirement of the President's approval of any
death sentence he might impose, before the execution could take place.
It will thus be seen that it was within the power of the military commander to treat the inhabitants of a Southern State according to the requirements of a military code, and very many well-meaning people believed that such a government should be exjercised in the States lately in rebellion, during the lives of the present generation, or until the men lately in arms against the Union had, by a long probation, brought forth fruits meet for repentance. On the other hand, it was within the power of the military commander to give full effect to the local laws and civil regulations, only using his military power where the reign of law and order had not re-established itself, or where the men, recently the owners of other of their now freed fellow-men, were disposed to exercise over the latter a power which no longer belonged to them.
President Johnson, of course, vetoed this bill, as he did all the partisan and obstructive legislation of Congress ; but it was passed over his veto. In his veto message he described the power given the military commander by this bill as "that of an absolute monarch, his mere will taking the place of all law; it had not a right to go out.             security.    "The people," he  said,   "throughout    the
